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RETIREES’ CHAPTER
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MINUTES

PRESENT

Lena McCoy, Chair



Northeastern Technical College 

J. E. Cox, Chair Elect



Florence-Darlington Technical College 

Alex Strozier, Fiscal Officer


Technical College of the Lowcountry

Betty Jean Craft, Recorder


Technical College System Office

Jim Franklin, Immediate Past Chair 

Midlands Technical College

Nancy Burke, SCTEA President

Trident Technical College

Joe Schang




Piedmont Technical College

Anna Haskell




Denmark Technical College 

Salley Palmer




Trident Technical College

Jack Wise




Central Carolina Technical College

Jimmy Stewart



Greenville Technical College

Jim Kiser




Technical College System Office

Dean Flansburg



Orangeburg-Calhoun Technical College

Ann Osborne




Midlands Technical College

Cheryl Lopanik



Technical College of Lowcountry

ABSENT

Olis Jayroe




Horry-Georgetown Technical College

Lou Wood




Tri-County Technical College 

Curt Shoaf




York Technical College

Pearl Portwood



Aiken Technical College

Rosa Cherry




Williamsburg Technical College

Vacant





Spartanburg Community College

Call to Order

Chair McCoy called the meeting to order and thanked everyone for attending and helping prepare the Grapevine Newsletter for mailing.  In addition to the Grapevine, the mail out  contained a SCTEA Membership/Renewal Form along with a flyer announcing the 2008 SCTEA Annual Conference.  

The Chair reported that the vacancies at Aiken Technical College and Williamsburg Technical College have been filled.  Ms. Rosa Cherry will serve as the Retiree Representative for Williamsburg while Ms. Pearl Portwood has been appointed the Aiken  Tech representative.  Chair McCoy welcomed these additions to the Coordinating Committee.

Approval of Minutes

The Chair called for approval of the September 20, 2007, minutes.  Joe requested that the minutes be amended as follows:

Page 1, Absent – Add the word “College” to Spartanburg Community

Page 2, Legislative Update – Second sentence, amend to read…had retained the

committee…

Dean moved, seconded by Jimmy, that the minutes be approved as amended. Unanimous.

Fiscal Officer’s Report

Alex Strozier, Fiscal Officer, reported a balance of $1,599.54 in the bank account.  The Fiscal Officer’s Report was received as information.

Comments From SCTEA President

President Burke informed the committee that space has been identified at the State Tech Office for SCTEA/SCTE-R materials.  A file drawer has been secured and is located in the Academic Affairs area.  Betty Dixon is the contact person.

President Burke reported that the 2008 SCTEA Annual Conference material is on the website, SCTEA.org.  She noted that the upcoming conference will feature more sessions, an awards luncheon instead of a dinner, a D.J. on Thursday night and live entertainment on Friday evening.  An early preliminary count revealed 859 members.  Membership is expected to increase as colleges submit their final reports.  Retirees are encouraged to send their membership/renewal form along with the $5 fee to their local SCTEA representative.

Legislative Update

Dean reported that the committee working on the Retirees’ cost-of-living (COLA) is meeting weekly in an effort to renegotiate the guaranteed 1% annual COLA to a guaranteed 2% annual COLA.  Dean also spoke briefly about the findings of the audit of the Retirement System. 

Old Business

Grapevine Newsletter
Chair McCoy thanked Joe for serving as editor of the newsletter and Jimmy for negotiating with Greenville Tech to print the newsletter.

Website Update

Joe reported that he worked with Stephanie Young, Trident Tech, to set up the SCTEA Retirees’ Chapter home page on the SCTEA website, SCTEA.org.  The Retirees’ home page includes:

Chapter representatives

The Grapevine Newsletter (text version)

Minutes of meetings

Biennial Rally information (TBA, Spring 2009)

Legislative Updates

Insurance and Retirement Plan News

Should anyone desire additional information on the home page, please let Joe know immediately.  Chair McCoy thanked Joe for his outstanding work on the website.

2008 Annual SCTEA Annual Conference Sessions 

J. E. reviewed sessions to be sponsored by the SCTEA Retirees’ Chapter as follows:

Thursday 3:00 pm – 3:50 pm

Title: S. C. Retirement System Update

Presenter:  Peggy Boykin, Director, S. C. Retirement Division, 

      State Budget and Control

Description of Presentation:  This session addresses the current fiscal status of the South Carolina Retirement System and provides an update on Retirement System activities and operations.

Thursday 4:00 pm – 4:50 pm

Title:  Navigating Health Care Options for Seniors

Presenters:  Linda Johnson, RN MSN, Vice President, Loris Health Care

       System 

       J. Timothy Browne, President and CEO, Loris Health Care System

Description of Presentation:  This session explains the health care options that are available to participants as we, or our loved ones, age or when illness occurs.

Friday 9:40 am – 10:30 am 
Title:  The Employee Insurance Program:  An Overview

Presenter:  To be Announced

Description of Presentation:  This session will provide participants with key  insight into the Employee Insurance Program, the health savings plan, other current programs and technology and provide an opportunity for questions and answers.

Friday 11:30 am – 12:20 pm 

Title:  Consumer Safety Tips

Presenter:  Brandolyn Pinkston, Administrator

      South Carolina Department of Consumer Affairs

Description of Presentation:  This session will provide information on how consumers can protect themselves from threats of check fraud, Internet scams, identify theft, etc.

J. E. will contact speakers to determine audio needs and will report his findings to President Burke.

Chair McCoy reminded everyone to make hotel reservations with the Hilton Myrtle Beach Resort by January 22, 2008 in order to receive the conference rate of $96 plus 10% tax.  Reservations can be made by phoning 1-866-454-8309 or online at www.hilton.com.  Please be sure to use the SCTEA group code, SCT, when making reservations. 

New Business

Host/Hostess for January 17, 2008 Meeting

On behalf of the committee, Chair McCoy thanked Jim Kiser for the delicious refreshments enjoyed by everyone.  Jim Franklin volunteered to host the January 17 meeting.

Comments and Suggestions from the Floor

2008-2009 Slate of Officers

Chair McCoy called upon Jim Franklin to present the 2008-2009 slate of officers.  Jim offered the following slate. 


Chair


J. E. Cox

Past Chair

Lena McCoy

Chair Elect

Ann Osborne

Recorder

Betty Jean Craft

Fiscal Officer

Alex Strozier

Chair McCoy called for nominations from the floor.  There being no additional nominees, Jimmy motioned, seconded by Cheryl, to accept the slate as presented.  Unanimous.  This slate will be confirmed at the February 2008 Annual Business Meeting in Myrtle Beach.

Next Meeting

Chair McCoy thanked everyone for attending and participating in the meeting.  The next meeting will be at 10:30 A.M., January 17, 2008, Midlands Technical College, Airport Campus, Academic Center, Room 115.  

Adjourn

There being no further business, Chairman McCoy adjourned the meeting.

Respectfully submitted,

Betty Jean Craft, Recorder 


